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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a 
national application published under section 122 (b) only if the 
international application designating the United States was published under 
Article 21(2) (a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that 
a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of 
this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) . 



2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Read et al, U.S. Patent Application Publication 
No. 2002/0162116 (hereinafter Read) . 

Regarding claim 1, Read discloses an internet terminal (see 
unit 106 from Figure 1) comprising: 

a voice signal input/output terminal via which voice 
signals are output to and input from an external telephone 
terminal (see units 12 0, 318 and 320 from Figure 3) including a 
communications transceiver ; 
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a control signal input/output terminal via which control 
signals are output -to and input from the telephone terminal; 

a voice signal relaying unit that performs a relaying 
process for transmitting voice signals received via the voice 
signal input/output terminal from the telephone terminal to 
another internet terminal via an internet and for outputting 
voice signals received from the another internet terminal via 
the internet to the telephone terminal via the voice signal 
input /output terminal; 

a ring signal output unit that outputs a ring signal via 
the control signal input/output terminal to the telephone 
terminal when a ring signal for an internet call is received by 
the voice signal relaying unit from the another internet 
terminal via the internet; 

a determining unit that determines whether a ring response 
signal is received via the control signal input/output terminal 
after the ring signal output unit has output the ring signal to 
the telephone terminal, the ring response signal being output 
from the telephone terminal in response to the ring signal; 

a message output unit that outputs a predetermined outgoing 
message to the another internet terminal through the voice 
signal relaying unit, the outgoing message prompting a caller at 
the another terminal to leave a message; 
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a memory that stores voice signals received by the voice 
signal relaying unit from the another internet terminal; and 

a control unit that controls the voice signal relaying unit 
and the message output unit, wherein 

the control unit controls the voice signal relaying unit to 
perform the relaying process when the determining unit 
determines that the ring response signal has been received from 
the telephone terminal, and 

the control unit controls the message output unit to output 
the outgoing message to the another internet terminal and stores 
voice signals received by the message signal relaying unit from 
the another internet terminal into the memory when the 
determining unit determines that the ring response signal was 
not received from the telephone terminal (see paragraphs 0059 
and 0065) . 

Regarding claim 2, see paragraph 0066. 

Regarding claim 3, see paragraph 0066. 

Regarding claim 4, see paragraph 0066. 

Regarding claim 5, see paragraphs 0059 and 0066. 

Regarding claim 6, see paragraph 0004. 

Regarding claim 7, see paragraph 0065. 

Regarding claim 8, see paragraph 0066. 
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Regarding claim 9, see paragraphs 0059 and 0066. 

Regarding claim 10, see paragraph 0066. 

Regarding claim 11, see paragraphs 0059 and 0066. 

Regarding claim 12, see paragraph 0066. 

Regarding claim 13, see paragraphs 0059 and 0066. 

Regarding claim 14, see paragraphs 0059 and 0066. 

Regarding claim 15, Read discloses a storing medium storing 

a control program of controlling an internet terminal (see unit 

106 from Figure 1) , the control program comprising the programs 

of: 
* 

outputting a ring signal to an external telephone terminal 
(see units 120, 318 and 320 from Figure 3) via a control signal 
input/output terminal when a ring signal for an internet call is 
received by a voice signal relaying unit from another internet 
terminal via an internet; 

determining whether a ring response signal is received via 
the control signal input/output terminal after having output the 
ring signal to the external telephone terminal, the ring 
response signal being output from the telephone terminal in 
response to the ring signal; 

controlling the voice signal relaying unit to perform a 
relaying process for outputting voice signals received from the 
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another internet terminal to the telephone terminal and 
outputting voice signals received from the telephone terminal to 
the another internet terminal when it is determined that the 
ring response signal has been received from the telephone 
terminal; and 

outputting a predetermined outgoing message to the another 
internet terminal through the voice signal relaying unit and 
storing voice signals received by the voice signal relaying unit 
from the another internet terminal into a memory when it is 
determined that the ring response signal was not received from 
the telephone terminal, the outgoing message prompting a caller 
at the another internet terminal to leave a message (see 
paragraphs 0059 and 0065) . 

Regarding claim 16, see paragraph 0066. 

Regarding claim 17, see paragraphs 0059 and 0066. 

Regarding claim 18, see paragraph 0065. 

Regarding claim 19, see paragraphs 0059 and 0066. 

Regarding claim 20, see paragraphs 0059 and 0066. 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Olisa 
Anwah whose telephone number is 571-272-7533. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8.30 AM to 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Fan Tsang can be 
reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 571-273-8300 for regular communications and 571-273-8300 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 




Olisa Anwah 
Patent Examiner 
July 9, 2007 




